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Check Out Sync: A Free Summer
Audiobooks for Teens Program!

SYNC: Free Audiobooks for Teens
As audiobook popularity grows AudioFile Magazine encourages teen listening with a
special summer program that provides participants two FREE audiobook titles per week
starting April 29, 2021. Teens, librarians, club leaders, and educators must register for
SYNC and download OverDrive’s Sora app to their device of choice. The participants then
use the app to borrow titles each week (titles roll over at midnight Eastern Time each
Thursday). Included titles will be available to borrow for one week only but remain
accessible to the registered user indefinitely within Sora. SYNC makes two thematically
paired audiobooks available for checkout every week, at no cost, to every registered
listener all summer. In 2021, 28 titles will be accessible through the 14-week-long season.
During the summer of 2020, the SYNC program gave away 136,000 audiobooks.
Authors presented in this year’s collection include Tim Wynne-Jones, Kimberly Drew, and
Monica Hesse. Narrators who provide their skills for teen listeners this season include
Bahni Turpin, Michael Crouch, and Emily Woo Zeller, among the 28 FREE available titles.
SYNC is a free summer audiobook program for teens 13+.
Returning Spring 2021, SYNC gives participants two thematically paired audiobooks each
week. In 2020, 26 titles were given away over 13 weeks. Titles change every Thursday at
midnight Eastern Time during the season.
Access Details
Titles are accessible in Sora, the student reading app from OverDrive, and are Mac and
Windows compatible.
Most listening devices are supported.
Each SYNC audiobook will be available to borrow into your SYNC library for a period of 7

days (only).
Titles, once loaded into the app, are yours indefinitely.

The ALAN Review:
New Call for Manuscripts
A Brave New World?:
Young Adult Literature Goes Online
Volume 49: Issue 2 (Winter 2022)
Submissions due: July 1st, 2021
2020 was an unprecedented year. Covid-19 resulted in schools being shut down all across
the world. Globally, over 1.2 billion youth went online to learn. As a result, education has
changed dramatically, with teaching and e-learning happening remotely on digital
platforms. Time will tell how these changes affect teaching and learning, but we think
online learning is probably here to stay and will persist post-pandemic. In this issue, we
are curious to know how young adults, teachers, and researchers are adapting in their use
and study of YAL online. In this age of disconnection, how are we staying connected to
YAL online?
Teachers, we hope to feature a special section highlighting teens in this issue. We would
especially love to hear from teens about the YA novels they have been reading during the
pandemic: what titles made teens laugh? What titles made teens feel okay about the
world? What titles made teens think more about dystopias and utopias? What titles helped
teens travel to new places? What titles motivated teens to make changes in their lives?
What titles motivated teens to stand up for something (or stand up to someone?) What
titles did teens recommend to you or others? We hope to hear from the young people in
your lives! Submissions from and featuring teen readers should be around 500 words.
Here’s a partial list of topics, meant only to suggest the range of our interests for this
issue:
What online tools are teachers using to get YAL into the hands of students? What online
tools are teachers using to engage adolescent readers with YAL? (e.g., online book clubs,
online author visits, etc.). How are teachers leveraging popular social media (e.g., Twitter,
Instagram) to keep teens connected with YAL?
In her online article for Edutopia, “22 YA Novels to Help Students Process the Pandemic
(or Forget It for a Bit),” Terri Grief describes such YA novels as Elizabeth Acevedo’s The
Fire On High and Dusty Bowling’s Insignificant Events in the LIfe of a Cactus as good for
helping young adults think about resiliency and the ability to adapt and adjust to “living in
extraordinary ways.” What YA novels have you used with your students that have helped
them process this unprecedented time?
E-learning may feel utopian for some teachers, and dystopian for others. What have been
the wins and the struggles in using YAL in the online environment? How have teachers
navigated these wins and struggles? What do teachers worry about in terms of online
teaching? What do we lose if we continue to be online? How does e-learning change the
nature of reading, engaging with other readers, and reading instruction itself in
positive/negative ways?
Two “dual” pandemics mark 2020–Covid-19 and racism, and these two are intimately
connected. YA nonfiction books like Tiffany Jewell’s, This Book Is Anti-Racist: 20 Lessons
on How to Wake Up, Take Action, and Do the Work; Jason Reynolds’ and Ibram X.
Kendi’s Stamped: Antiracism, Racism, and You, A Remix of the National Book AwardWinning Stamped from the Beginning; Frederick Joseph’s The Black Friend: On Being a
Better White Person; and Michael Bennett’s Things That Make White People

Uncomfortable (Adapted for Young Adults) have garnered attention from young adult
readers and teachers. How are teachers using these books to encourage understandings
about racism and to advocate for antiracism? What other books (fiction/nonfiction) are
teachers using to start important conversations about race/racism/antiracism? If you’re
being called to do more anti-racism work in your research, what YA authors/works are
resonating with you? How are you centering YAL in this work?
The Covid-19 pandemic has brought technology into our homes–the flow of electronic
information and communication has become a ubiquitous part of our everyday life. YAL is
not immune; YA authors have captured teens’ use of electronic communication in the
genre. Lauren Myracle was one of the first to write an entire YA novel, TTYL, through text
messaging. In Becky Albertalli’s Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda, readers learn
about the dangers of failing to log-off a school computer after emailing that amazing
someone. Marie Lu’s Warcross and Brittany Morris’ Slay take readers into the exciting but
dangerous worlds of virtual gaming. With its parallels to Orwellian warnings and post 9/11
policies, Cory Doctorow takes on cybersecurity, technological surveillance, and the power
of Big Brother in Little Brother. And no discussion of technology in YAL would be complete
without mention of M.T. Anderson’s classic Feed, which suggests that technology dumbs
us down and causes less, not more, connection. How are teachers talking about the
changes in self and society that e-learning brings? Is all this technology good for us? How
can YAL encourage conversations about the role(s) technology plays in our lives?
Other related topics are welcome!
Please submit all manuscripts electronically to: tar@utk.edu. Please see the ALAN website
(http://www.alan-ya.org/page/alan-review-author-guidelines) for full submission guidelines.

Submit to the New ALAN Picks
The new ALAN Picks is seeking articles that analyze teaching strategies designed to
increase student engagement with YA texts in middle, secondary and university classroom
and library communities. On this page, you’ll find information on manuscript guidelines,
upcoming calls for manuscripts, and author guidelines.
GENERAL MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Members of the YA community, e.g., authors, librarians, students, and middle school,
secondary, and university educators are invited to submit online manuscripts for review
and potential publication. Manuscripts must revolve around YA texts that are either current
advanced reader copies or less than a year old at the time of submission. We strongly
encourage submissions by two or more authors as well as submissions that focus on
“embracing human diversity and demonstrating sensitivity to the concerns of people
historically underrepresented or marginalized.” Please review the ALAN Statement on
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion below before submitting.
Submissions must include:
a comprehensive review of the text
a rationale for including the text in school curricula and/or libraries
culturally responsive and sustaining teaching strategies, activities, and/or
assessments for use with the selected text
Optional: a written or video-recorded author interview that includes the following:
discussions on writing process, crafting decisions, inspiration or motivation, or Q&A.
This recording can be arranged following acceptance of the publication, but should
be noted in the submission.
Check out more information on the New ALAN Picks Website here including calls for
manuscripts.

STAY CURRENT WITH ALAN

Don’t miss a single issue of The ALAN Review or any ALAN communications. Keep us
updated with your most current (and preferred) email and mailing addresses. Please let
Suzanne Metcalfe (alanya.membership@gmail.com) know as soon as possible if you
prefer a different address or for any changes or questions.
NEED TO JOIN OR RENEW? You can do this online at http://www.alan-ya.org/join/. You’ll
find your expiration date on your mailing label right above your name.

Supporting ALAN
There are so many ways to support
ALAN...coming to the workshop, voting,
running for the Board, volunteering...and
donating. Please support ALAN's Grant
Projects by donating. Just click the button!

Donate Here

Join ALAN Today
Get three issues of The ALAN Review and bimonthly emailed newsletters that provide
resources, insights, and information about young adult literature in the classroom and
beyond.
Membership Rates
Individual ($40/year*)
Institutional ($50/year*)
Student ($10/year*)

See what's happening on our social sites:

Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of
NCTE (ALAN) |
hstrickland@andersonuniversity.edu





Visit our website

